
  

WWW.THESCRIPTUREALONE.COM             FROM SOLA SCRIPTURA PUBLICATIONS             ISSUE 141 (July/Aug. 2023) 

 

RReeaaddeerr  QQuueessttiioonnss  ((1111))        

Selected TextsSelected TextsSelected TextsSelected Texts    

 
NCE AGAIN WE TURN TO QUESTIONS OUR READERS HAVE 

on certain texts of Scripture or specific issues. In this 
installment of a series that began way back in January of 

2008, we address four questions. 

Galatians 1:6–10? 

Question: Have you written a TOTT on Galatians 1:6–9? I 
just thought it would be good to make people aware of the 
compromise of the Gospel by evangelical leaders who are 
signing unity accords with Roman Catholics that state we 
share a common  faith in the Gospel. The RC clergy is under 
the same anathema as the Judaizers and the evangelical lead-
ers don’t seem to be concerned. In essence, they have dis-
couraged evangelism in this huge mission field by stating we 
share a common faith. (MG) 

Answer: This dear, burdened reader is absolutely correct. 
Here is one of those passages that is a “tough text” not 
because it is difficult to interpret but because we fail to 
implement it: 

6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that 

called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:  

 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble 

you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.  

 8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 

other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 

unto you, let him be accursed.  

 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man 

preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have re-

ceived, let him be accursed. 

10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to 

please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the 

servant of Christ. 

Let us examine this passage with three observations and 
three questions in application. 

First, Paul’s Distress at the Galatians’ Abandonment of the 
Truth (v. 6). Marvel translates the Greek thaumazō, a strong 

word that means “to wonder, marvel, be struck with admira-
tion or astonishment.” We find it most often in the Synoptic 
Gospels in relation to people’s reaction to Jesus’ miracles. 
Matthew 8:27 is a good example; after Jesus commanded the 
storm to cease, the disciples “marveled, saying, What manner 

of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him!” Je-
sus’ teaching brought the same reaction: “Now about the 
midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and taught. 
And the Jews marveled, saying, How knoweth this man let-
ters, having never learned?” (John 7:14–15).  

Here in Galatians, then, we see Paul astonished and in 
deep distress at the believers in the churches of Galatia. Why? 
Because they had actually abandoned what he had taught 
them concerning the Gospel. They had jettisoned the truth 
that salvation is by grace alone and were embracing another 

gospel (which as we will see in v. 7 is not the Gospel).  
Oh, how the word removed (metatithēmi) graphically 

demonstrates their defection! Its literal meaning is “to bring 
or set in another place.” Metaphorically, it means “to change,” 
as one might change to another opinion. It was used in Classi-
cal Greek, for example, for “one who runs from one philoso-
phical school to another,”1 as well as for “a turncoat.”2 The 
verb is also in the present tense indicating that the defection 
was still in progress. Further still, the verb can be taken in 
either the passive voice, meaning someone was acting upon 
them to change them, or the middle voice, indicating that they 
acted on their own behalf in the change. Either way the result 
was the same—they had abandoned the Truth and had done 
so soon after Paul had taught them.  

In application, we should, therefore, ask: Why are we not 
astonished and in deep distress? We are seeing the same kind 
of abandonment of this truth today, but many are not trou-
bled at all and are even willing to compromise for the sake of 
“unity.” In addition to the older Evangelicals and Catholics 

Together document of 1995, and its sequel ECT 2 in 1997, the 
most recent is The Manhattan Declaration: A Call of Christian 

Conscience (2009). With more than 150 signatures from Or-
thodox, Catholic, and evangelical leaders, its purpose was to 
foster unified support of “the sanctity of life, traditional mar-
riage, and religious liberty.” It identifies those three groups as 
“Christians” and calls all of us to unite in “the Gospel.” But the 
simple fact is that these three groups say very different things 
about “the Gospel,” which means many are unbelievers. I per-
sonally was very grieved to see some names on this document 
who I highly regard but also encouraged that men such as 
Alistair Begg, Michael Horton, John MacArthur, and R. C. 
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Sproul have stood firm and spoken out against it. As horrific 
as abortion is, as important as traditional marriage is, and as 
wonderful as religious liberty is, those things are not the Gos-
pel. We are to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3). 

Second, Paul’s Discernment of the False Teachers’ Altera-

tion of the Truth (v. 7). Continuing in his distress, Paul de-
clares in divine dogmatism: another gospel . . . is not an-

other Gospel! There is only one Gospel, and to alter any “jot 
or tittle” of it is to pervert the gospel of Christ. The Greek 
behind pervert (metastrephō) is a compound: a root (strephō) 

that means “to turn” and a prefix (meta) that means “a 

change.” The full meaning, then, is “to transform into some-

thing of an opposite character.”3 Paul immediately recognized 
that his opponents had altered the Gospel into the very oppo-
site of what it is.  

Who were those opponents? The Judaizers. These false 
teachers had infiltrated the churches and were undermining 
the very core doctrine of Christianity, justification by faith 
alone. In their self-righteousness and self-appointed superior-
ity, they insisted that Gentiles had to become Jewish prose-
lytes and obey the Mosaic Law. In his shock and dismay, Paul 
added later in this letter: “O foolish Galatians, who hath be-
witched you, that ye should not obey the truth. . . . Received ye 
the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” 
(3:1–2)?  

In application, we should now ask another question: Why 
are we not discerning? As I continue to research and write on 
church history, one of the most obvious realities throughout 
that history is the glaring truth that Roman Catholicism is not 

biblical Christianity. Am I misreading things. No, I am not. 
Catholic theologians clearly, and without apology, do not 
teach justification by faith alone. In its self-righteousness and 
self-appointed superiority, it teaches that salvation comes by 
works, works that infuse grace into us. Again, am I misrepre-
senting Roman Catholicism? Indeed not, for the Council of 
Trent (1545–47, 1551–52, and 1562–63) stated with no am-
biguity whatsoever, and which has never changed: 

If anyone says that by the said sacraments of the New Law 
[a term that refers to Trent’s canons and decrees on the seven 
sacraments] grace is not conferred through the act performed 
[ex opere operato, lit., “the work worked”] but [says] that faith 

alone in the divine promises is sufficient for the obtaining of 
grace, let him be anathema (Session 7, canon 8). 

In other words, grace is not received from God by faith, but is 
rather infused by man’s works, specifically, through perform-
ing of the sacraments. Grace is no longer unmerited; it is 

earned. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church proudly states, 
“We can merit for ourselves and for others all the graces 

needed to attain eternal life” (Paragraph 2027).4 The Catholic 
Church, therefore, is the dispensary of grace. It is through it 
alone that grace is dispensed through the sacraments.  

What is so troubling about many evangelicals today is 
their failure to recognize this fact, for it really does not re-
quire a great deal of discernment. Even the smallest smidgeon 
is enough to see the difference. If I may lovingly say, the only 
way to miss it is to ignore it, and, frankly, that is to be in com-

plicity with it. That leads us to our final observation. 
Third, Paul’s Denunciation of the False Teachers’ Abase-

ment of the Truth  (vv. 8–9). Paul denounces and condemns 
any false gospel in the strongest of terms. So there would be 
no mistake, in fact, he says it twice. The word accursed trans-
lates the Greek anathema, which refers to “something handed 

over to God for judgment.” As one authority specifies, “The 
word does not denote punishment intended as discipline but 
being given over or devoted to divine condemnation.” In 
other words, no corrective action is implied, only judgment 

and sentencing.5 So pointed is this command, so all-
encompassing, that even if an angel or any man (including 
Paul or one of his associates) preach any other gospel, they 
were to be turned over to God’s judgment.  

In application, may we once again ask a question, Why are 
we not denouncing those who abase and pervert the Gospel? 
There can be only one answer. It is because we want to please 
people, which Paul says in verse 10 he refused to do, adding 
finally: for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant 

of Christ. We need, like never before, to realize that any com-
promise with false teaching, especially on the doctrine of sal-
vation, does not please or serve our Lord. Indeed, as our 
reader question points out, Roman Catholics are an enormous 
mission field, just as large as are Muslims, cult members, and 
the “non-religious.”  

What Does Mark 9:49 Mean? 

Question: I am really puzzled by Mark 9:49: For every 

one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be 

salted with salt. What does this verse mean? (DW) 
Answer: Well, you are not alone in your puzzlement. 

There is perhaps no other verse in the Bible that has per-
plexed commentators as much as has this one. It has accu-
rately been dubbed a crux interpretum, that is, difficult to inter-

pret and, by extension, difficult to understand. It is not only a 
“tough text,” but one of the toughest. That has resulted, in fact, 
in a whole plethora of interpretations (Oh, my!), which I will 
not inundate you with here, so we will just dive immediately 
into the deep end of the pool. 

Perhaps it is best to take the verse piece by piece. First, the 
word For obviously ties this verse to what precedes it. This 
makes one commentator’s statement a little shocking: “Here 
is a rare case where consideration of the context hinders 
rather than helps the interpretation.”6 

Second, to whom does everyone refer? Throughout the 
NT, the Greek pas (“all, every”) carries one of two ideas: “all 

without exception” or (far more often) “all without distinc-
tion.” The former is illustrated John 1:3, for example, where 
John declares of Christ the Creator, “All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing made that was 
made.” In contrast, we see the latter, for instance, in Luke 
11:42, which literally says that the Pharisees tithed “every 
herb” or “all herbs,” but the translators clarify with “all man-

ner of herbs.” Likewise, when our Lord says He will draw “all 
men” to Himself (Jn. 12:32), does this mean every single per-
son on earth? Obviously not, because not all people will be 
saved. Rather it means that He will draw “all peoples” to Him-
self, that is, people of every sort, every description, and every 

ethnic group without distinction.7 In light of the context pre-
ceding our text, however (vv. 38–48), it would seem that eve-

ryone is inclusive, referring to both believers and unbelievers 
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but in different ways.  
Third, to what does fire refer? As fire is usually used to re-

fer to judgment, this would refer to hell for unbelievers (as in 
vv. 44, 46, 48) and the testing of the works of believers (1 Cor. 
3:12–13).  

Fourth, to what does salted refer? The Greek verb here 
(halizō) is simple: “to sprinkle with salt, to preserve by salt-

ing.” So, with the image of preservation established, unbeliev-
ers will be preserved in the fires of hell for eternity, while 
believers will be preserved (and purified, another image of 
fire in Scripture) through God’s discipline and chastening, as 
well as persecution, throughout their lives (1 Pet. 4:12). 

Fifth, that final phrase, every sacrifice shall be salted 

with salt, comes right from Leviticus 2:13, which refers to the 
salting of the OT sacrifices. Once again, while unbelievers are 
a dead sacrifice but will be preserved through eternity, be-
lievers are a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1) and are all the more 
savory because of the salt of their dedication and service. 
Verse 50 goes on, in fact, “Salt is good: but if the salt have lost 
his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in your-
selves, and have peace one with another.” Believers must re-
main “salty,” remain obedient, holy, loving, and faithful. 

Revelation, Inspiration, and Illumination 

Question: I’ve heard the terms illumination, revelation, 
and inspiration but don’t know the difference between them, 
or are they just basically the same thing? (CJ) 

Answer: Don’t feel alone here, for many folks are not clear 
on these three critical terms. Since these are all works of the 
Holy Spirit, they are sometimes confused, or even used inter-
changeably, but while they are certainly related, they are still 
quite distinct. 

First, the doctrine of revelation is the act of God whereby 
He discloses Himself, or communicates Truth, to the human 
mind, unveiling to His creatures truth that could not be 
known in any other way (1 Cor. 2:10–11). This revelation is 
two-fold. “General Revelation” is given through nature by way 
of: creation (Rom. 1:20), the events of history (providence, Is. 
46:9–10; Acts 14:15–17; Deut. 8:18–19; Prov. 21:1), and the 
human conscience (Rom. 2:14–15; Jn .8:9; 1 Tim. 4:2). “Spe-
cial Revelation” comes only by the Lord Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:18; 
10:30) and through Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21). 

Second, there is inspiration. As noted in a previous TOTT,8 
while revelation refers to the act of God of making known His 
Truth and to the content of that Truth, inspiration refers to 
the way God makes His Truth known. It is the forceful and 
conscious exhaling of God into the Scripture writers. It is, in 
fact, the “expiration” of God, that is, with His energy He “blew” 
His very words into the writers of Scripture, while still allow-
ing for the writer’s personality, style, and even vocabulary, 
with the result being exactly what God wanted to convey. So, 
while revelation presents God’s Truth, inspiration protects it 
by ensuring that it is authentic, trustworthy, authoritative, 
and sufficient.  

Third, then, there is illumination, which is the work of the 
Holy Spirit in bringing understanding to our hearts. This is 
what “turns on the light” so we can see the Truth. As 1 Corin-
thians 2:12 and 14 tell us, the “natural [unregenerate] man” 
cannot understand spiritual truth; only through the Holy 

Spirit is Truth “spiritually discerned” by the believer (see the 
follow-up question below). This fulfills our Lord’s promise 
that He would send “the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost” 
to “teach [us] all things, and bring all things to [our] remem-
brance, whatsoever [He] said” (Jn. 14:26). I cannot begin to 
count how many times during in-depth study of a particularly 
difficult passage, verse, or even a single word that God turned 
on the light for me. That is why David prayed, “Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law” 
(Ps. 119:18).  

A key passage on illumination appears in 1 John 2:20 and 
27: “But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know 
all things. . . . But the anointing which ye have received of him 
abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but 
as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, 
and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in 
him.” Both “unction” and “anointing” translate chrisma, which 

in Classical Greek refers to what is rubbed on, such as an 
ointment or whitewash and was used medicinally for a heal-
ing ointment. The verb form chriō appears 60 times in the Sep-

tuagint and, except for only two instances, always translates 
the Hebrew māshaḥ, “to smear, anoint with oil or ointment.” It 

is used throughout the OT to express the theologically signifi-
cant phenomenon of anointing, primarily three classes of 
people: prophets (1 Kings 19:16), priests (Ex. 28:41), and 
kings (1 Sam. 9:16; 10:1). (The word “Messiah,” of course, is a 
transliteration of another form of this word, māshîaḥ, 

“anointed one,” which is then rendered christos in the NT.) 

So, here in these two verses, which are the only occur-
rences of chrisma in the NT (though chiro similarly occurs in 2 

Cor. 1:21), it is used in direct contrast to “the antichrists” 
(false teachers) in the context. Unlike the apostates, true be-
lievers have been anointed with the Holy Spirit  so they could 
“know all things,” again in fulfillment of Jesus’ promise. That 
“spiritual healing ointment” does, indeed, cure our blindness 
and teaches us “all things” concerning His Word. 

We should also not overlook John’s statement, “ye need 
not that any man teach you,” which has been horribly abused 
to teach that no pastors or Bible teachers are needed, that one 
can just “let go and let God” teach them through mystic un-
derstanding and inner insight. But this, of course, directly 
contradicts Ephesians 4:11–12: “he gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” John’s point is 
that believers should rely not on man, that is, man in himself, 
his human wisdom and philosophy (cf. 1 Cor. 1:18—2:9; Col. 
2:8), but rather on God as He uses Spirit-gifted men to help 
illumine believers as the Holy Spirit works in both. 

We should also note that illumination does not negate 
diligent, in-depth study, especially for the preacher. There are 
those who say, “I don’t need to study. God will fill my mouth.” 
Indeed, such a mouth will be filled. but it will be filled mostly 
with hot air. Scripture is unambiguous on the need for dili-
gent study (1 Tim. 4:12–16; 5:17; 2 Tim. 2:15).  

We now have the whole picture: revelation presents God’s 
Truth, inspiration protects it, and illumination pours it into the 
heart and mind of believers to give them understanding. 



 4

Can Unbelievers Understand Scripture? 

This was not actually a reader question, but I have added 
it because it arises from a debate over 1 Corinthians 2:14, 
which we briefly mentioned earlier: But the natural man 

receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 

foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because 

they are spiritually discerned. The question has arisen in 
recent years whether an unbeliever can understand the Bible. 
After all, some insist, an unbeliever has a brain and can think 
cognitively. If he or she can read intelligently, they can surely 
grasp the vocabulary and grammar of the Bible and, there-
fore,  understand what the words mean. In his otherwise good 
book on preaching (which is why I withhold the title and au-
thor), that writer puts is this way: 

The verse can be wrongly interpreted to say that only  
Christians can understand the meaning of the Bible because 
they alone receive special assistance from the Spirit when they  
read  it. . . . I think Paul is saying that once unbelievers under-
stand what the text says, they reject it because in their unre-
generate judgment it is “foolishness” or nonsense to their un-
redeemed minds. 

The writer’s primary argument hinges on the word know (or 
“understand” in the NIV, the author’s primary translation). If 
Paul simply wanted to say that the unbeliever could not intel-
lectually understand what the text says, “he could have used 
the Greek word oida, but he did not”; instead, Paul used “the 

Greek word [ginōskō, which] carries the connotation of under-

standing something by experience, not cognition or ‘mind-
only’  understanding.”  

Now, it is, indeed, true that oida refers to knowledge 

gained by perception, but to say that ginōskō means only 

knowledge gained by experience is inaccurate. As one Greek 
authority makes clear:  

Another significant aspect of the usage of ginōskō lies in the 

meaning "understand." It refers to understanding the law of 
God (Rom. 7:1); the mind of God (1 Cor. 2:16); the mysteries of 
heaven (Matt. 13:11; Mark 4:11; Luke 8:10); and the spiritual 
aspects of God's revealed truth (John 7:17; 14:20; 8:28, 32; 2 
Tim. 3:1; 2 Pet. 1:20). From a negative viewpoint, Jesus points 
out Nicodemus' failure to understand spiritual truth in John 
3:10. General lack of spiritual understanding is indicated in 

John 8:27; 10:6; 1 Cor. 2:14.9 

Another authority agrees that ginōskō includes “the sense of to 

perceive (Matt. 16:8; 22:18; 26:10) [and] to understand or 
comprehend (Matt. 13:11; Mk. 4:13; Luke 18:34; [etc.]).” Even 
more academic authorities also agree. One writes: “The words 
of the ginōskō group embrace the whole gamut of knowl-

edge.”10 Still another concurs: “[This word group] denotes in 
ordinary Greek the intelligent comprehension of an object or 
matter.”11 So, ginōskō is not devoid of cognitive thinking. It is, 

indeed, a fuller knowledge than oida.  

It is also critical to point out that the earlier writer does 
not address the last phrase: because they are spiritually 

discerned. The Greek behind spiritually (pneumatikos) means 

“dominated by the Spirit, in contrast to [the] natural.”12 To be 

spiritual means we are characterized not by our natural in-
stincts, opinions, or even intellect but rather by the Holy 
Spirit. Only by the Spirit, then, can these things be discerned 
(anakrinō), which expresses “the questioning process which 
leads to a judgment: to examine, cross-examine, interrogate, 
enquire, and investigate.” Other concepts in the root krinō are 

to scrutinize and sift.13  
So, unbelievers might know the words (such as “God,” 

“love,” “faith,” “grace,” “works,” etc.) and can even define 
them, but they do not and cannot understand their true mean-
ing. That is why their conclusion is that it is all foolishness. 
Understanding comes only by the Holy Spirit. As quoted ear-
lier, even believing David wrote, “Open thou mine eyes, that I 
may behold wondrous things out of thy law” (Ps. 119:18). 
John Calvin put it well:  

The testimony of the Spirit is superior to reason. For as 
God alone can properly bear witness to his own words, so these 
words will not obtain full credit in the hearts of men, until they 

are sealed by the inward testimony of the Spirit.14 

Or, as someone has so quaintly put it, the best man can do on 
his own is to “gnaw the bark of Scripture without getting to 

the wood.”15 
Dr. J. D. Watson 

Pastor-Teacher, Grace Bible Church 

Director, Sola Scriptura Publications, a ministry of GBC 
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God’s Moral Law: The Ten Commandments, Their New Testament Counterparts,  

and the Combined Confrontation 
 

OW important are the Ten Commandments, God’s Moral Law? Are they outdated? Are they for a different age? Do they apply only to the 
Old Testament times of Law but not the New Testament age of grace? Are they legalistic and therefore violate our Christian liberty? The 
purpose of this 176-page book, which was based on a series of messages preached to the sheep under Pastor Watson’s care, is to exam-

ine God’s Moral Law and answer such questions. The reader will discover that Scripture could not be clearer that God’s Moral Law is just as 
rich, just as relevant, and just as required now as it was when God etched it on those tablets of stone. [Single Copy, $15.00; 2–3 copies, $14 
ea.; 4+ copies, $13.00 ea. It is also on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader.] 

 
Solemn Sentences: The Seven Statements of Christ on the Cross 

 
O spoken word, or collection of words, in all of human history can come even remotely close to the meaning, magnificence, and resulting 
meditation of the seven solemn sentences uttered by the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.” So begins this small volume (100 pages), which 
plunges deep into our Lord’s seven statements on the Cross: “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do (Lk. 23:34) are the 

words of forgiveness; “To day shalt thou be with me in paradise” (Lk. 23:43) are the words of salvation; “Woman, behold thy son!” and then 
to John, “Behold thy mother!” (Jn. 19:26–27) are the words of love; “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46) are the 
words of misery; “I thirst” (Jn. 19:28) are the words of agony; “It is finished (Jn. 19:30)” are the words of completion; and “Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit” (Lk. 23:46), are the words of communion. These solemn sentences do not merely recount the events that pur-
chased our salvation, but they also reflect our Lord’s character, and they reveal to us how we should live.  [Single Copy, $10.00; 2–3 copies, 
$9.00 ea.; 4+ copies, $8.50 ea. It is also on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader.] 

 
Seek Him Early: Daily Devotional Studies on Knowing, Loving, and Serving Our Lord Jesus Christ 

 
ASTOR Watson’s publishing endeavors began with his two daily devotionals, published by AMG Publishers: A Word for the Day and A 

Hebrew Word for the Day (these can be ordered below for $16 each or on Amazon). This third daily devotional truly comes from the 
depths of his heart. It is divided into the three distinct parts specified in the sub-title: knowing , loving, and serving our Lord. Each daily 

reading is between 450–500 words in length, meaty, theological, and homiletical. Like its predecessors, each day also includes a “Scriptures 
for Study” section, which lists other related verses to explore and lends itself to personal journaling. [Single Copy, $15.00; 2–3 copies, $14.00 
ea.; 4–5 copies, $13.00; 6+, $12.00 ea. Also available on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader.] 
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This monthly publication is intended to address Scriptures that have historically 

been debated, are particularly difficult to understand, or have generated questions 
among Believers. We hope it will be an encouragement and challenge to God’s peo-

ple to carefully examine and discern Truth. While the positions presented here are 
based on years of careful biblical research, we recognize that other respected men 

of God differ. 
 

If you have a question that perplexes you, please send it along so we might address 
it either in a full length article or in a “Reader Questions” issue. Other comments are 

also warmly welcomed, and letters to the editor will be published. 

 
This publication is sent free of charge to anyone who requests it. To aid in the min-

istry, donations will be greatly appreciated, but never demanded. If you know 
someone you think would enjoy TOTT, please send along their address. 


