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“Seek His Face”
Psalm 105:4
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HIS EXPANDED ISSUE OF TOTT IS A LITTLE DIFFERENT

because I simply want to share with our readers one of
the most important messages I have ever preached in
my 47 years in ministry. I have been drawn to a particular phrase that has not only blessed my heart but has also
rebuked my shallowness. It has deeply and profoundly affected
me even more than the recent series on the Moral Law and
the two-part message I preached awhile back on the question
“Do You Love Me?” in John 21. I pray it will do the same for
each of you. This is also all the more critical in the midst of the
chaos in our world today. Instead of looking at our sinful
world or shallow Christianity, we need to look elsewhere.
Turn with me to Psalm 105. We will zero in on verse 4,
but we should read verses 1–5 to get the context and overall
emphasis of the psalm.
O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name:
make known his deeds among the people. Sing unto him,
sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works.
Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice
that seek the LORD. Seek the LORD, and his strength:
seek his face evermore. Remember his marvelous
works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments
of his mouth.
While some commentators say this psalm is anonymous,
there is very strong reason to believe it came from David. This
is because the first 15 verses of it are the same as 1 Chronicles
16:7–22. This was a hymn sung at the carrying up of the Ark
of the Covenant from the house of Obededom. We read in
verses 7–8, in fact: “Then on that day David delivered first
this psalm to thank the LORD into the hand of Asaph and his
brethren. Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the people.”
In any case, this is one of the historical psalms (as is the
next one, 106, as well as 78). It was written to commemorate
God’s goodness and faithfulness to His people. The first five
verses provide us with a strategic grasp of the psalm, as it
falls naturally into three parts.
First, in verses 1–3, the psalmist is Singing God’s Praises. It
was a usual practice in ancient times to hand down the history of memorable events by a song, both vocally and instrumentally. The wondrous things God had done for his people

were more than sufficient reason for songs. This was not only
true in David’s day but in the New Testament times as well. As
Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:19: “Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord.” This again unambiguously
includes both vocal and instrumental music.
Now, there are some dear Christians who do not believe
that any musical instrument is to be used in the church. Such
sincere folks maintain that we are not told to use musical instruments in the church. That view has always troubled me
because it is the result of ignorance of the language. The Hebrew behind the word “psalm” is mizmor. It appears exclusively in the Psalms and always as a title and specifically refers to a psalm accompanied by instruments. When we then
go to the Septuagint (the Greek OT), we find mizmor rendered
by the Greek psalmoi, which literally means plucking the stings
of a musical instrument. This is the same word Paul used in
Ephesians 5:19, as we just noted. That makes it unmistakably
clear that musical instruments were not only used in the
churches, but were commonly accepted as totally normal. If
that is not enough, James writes, “Is any among you afflicted?
let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms” (Jas. 5:13).
Here we see the word psallō, a verb that means to twang the
string of a musical instrument. So, neither Paul nor James
made an issue of such a practice because there was no issue
to make. Musical instruments were a given.
Let us, therefore, “Praise [God] with the sound of the
trumpet; praise him with [lute] and harp” (Ps. 150:3). I cannot help but believe that this will prepare us all the more for
heaven, as we read in Revelation 5:8: “And when [Jesus] had
taken the book, the twenty elders fell down before the Lamb,
having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of
odours, which are the prayers of saints.”
Second, not only is the psalmist Singing God’s Praises, in
verse 4, he is Seeking God’s Presence. That will be our theme
as we continue.
Third and finally, in verses 5–45, David recounts Seeing
God’s Power. Here he reminds God’s people that they need to
remember the great works God has done from Abraham to
Joseph and then from Moses to Joshua. Psalm 106 continues
this and takes the reader even further.

“Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall
walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance.”
And so it is that this is what we are commanded to seek.
This is truly significant in view of the context. Yes, it is critically important to review and study history, but far more
critical is the spirit in which we do so. We are not just to review historical events. We are to seek the One who is behind
it all. Why? Because the adage is true: History is HIS Story.
But further still, as our text adds, we are to do so evermore. The Hebrew word here (tāmîd) means continuance and
continuity. It was used, for example, of the continual burnt
offering made to God every morning and evening (Ex. 29:42;
etc.) It was used also of the Table of Shewbread in Numbers
4:7 to refer to the “continual bread” or "bread of continuity,"
meaning the bread that was always there. And, oh, how I love
this one: it is used in my all-time favorite passage to preach,
where David said to Mephibosheth: "And thou shalt eat at my
table continually" (2 Sam. 9:7; cf. 2 Sam. 9:10).
So, my Dear Reader, are you with me? We are to continually seek the many features of God’s face, the multi-faceted expressions of His countenance. David wrote of the same necessity in Psalm 27:8. In response to God’s command, “Seek ye
my face,” David immediately responded in obedience, “Thy
face, Lord, will I seek.” As Spurgeon again comments: “Oh, for
more of this holy readiness! Would to God that we were more
[moldable] to the divine hand, more sensitive to the touch of
God's Spirit.”
Have you got it? This is not an option. It is not a suggestion.
This is a command to every believer. It does not come
automatically just because we have been a Christian for many
years. It demands devotion in attitude and diligence in action.
As Alexander Maclaren wonderfully put it: “He bids us all [to]
sun ourselves in the brightness of His countenance.” But if I
may respectfully add to that, just as we would desire the
warmth of the summer sun instead of the cold winter wind,
should we even need a command to seek the brightness of
God’s countenance? And if I may also encourage you, if you
are too busy to do this, then you are too busy. Do not let
anything hinder you from this. And if I may also add, this is
not about “doing church,” as we hear nowadays, or about
shallow devotionals; it is about seeking the very face of God.
But again, how do we go about this? Well, that brings us to
our main emphasis.

With that summary in mind, I call our attention specifically to verse 4: Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his
face evermore. The word seek, of course, is important.
There are actually two different Hebrew words for the two
occurrences of seek in this verse (dārash and bāqash), but they
mean much the same. The first means not only to seek but
also to inquire or examine, but the second adds “to try to obtain.” Think a moment of what people of the world seek and
try to obtain. They chase after and immerse themselves in
pleasure, possessions, power, popularity, prestige, and combinations of all those. But as David tells us in Psalm 119:2,
“Blessed [i.e., joyful and blissfully content], are they that keep
his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.”
Lamentations 3:25 likewise declares, “The LORD is good unto
them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.”
So, what does it mean to seek God? Commenting on Psalm
119:2, Charles Spurgeon gives us 5 principles:
Seeking after God signifies [1] a desire to commune
with him more closely, [2] to follow him more fully, [3] to
enter into more perfect union with his mind and will, [4]
to promote his glory, and [5] to realize completely all
that he is to holy hearts.1
But as wonderful and challenging as all that is, even more
significant, weighty, and profound is that phrase: seek his
face. Yes, seeking God is a distinguishing mark of the genuine
Christian, but even that falls short of seeking him with full
devotion, total dedication, complete commitment. We must
seek HIS FACE. I ask you to plunge deep into this with me by
examining three basic emphases: The command to seek his
face; the character of seeking his face (which will go even
deeper with seven additional principles); and finally, the consequences of seeking his face.
The Command to Seek God’s Face
Even though it is a very common word, the Hebrew
behind face is fascinating nonetheless. It is pânîym, which
appears some 2100 times and always in the plural. This does
not imply many faces but rather that a face has many different
features. It is used in the literal sense, for example, in Genesis
17:3, where “Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him.”
It is used also of Joseph in Genesis 43:31. After seeing his
younger brother Benjamin, he was so overcome with emotion
that he hid himself and wept, but afterwards “washed his
face” and went back to his brothers. (We see it also in other
verses, such as Leviticus 13:41 and 1 Kings 19:13.)
But the question now arises: How can we seek the face of
God? How can we see the face of a spirit? What can this possibly mean? Well, as I am sure you are all thinking, this word
also has a figurative meaning. In fact, most of its 2100 Old
Testament occurrences are figurative. Another way this Hebrew word is translated, in fact, is “countenance.” We find the
word twice, for example, in Numbers 6:24–26: “The LORD
bless thee, and keep thee: The LORD make his face shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee: The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” We see it again in
Psalm 42:5: “Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art
thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise
him for the help of his countenance.” And again in 89:15:

The Character of Seeking God’s Face
As I have studied, meditated, and prayed over this verse
and its implications for weeks, I have indeed endeavored to
seek His face. I would, therefore, like to encourage you with
seven facets of seeking God’s countenance that struck me in
my own seeking.
Seek His Presence
This is, in fact, the primary figurative meaning of the Hebrew behind face—pânîym. We seek His presence, we seek to
be near Him, to be with Him. Do we not desire this for anyone
we love? How much more should it be true of our relationship
with the Lord?
But how do we seek His presence? Well, first, because of
what is going on in Christianity nowadays, I feel it is very important to take a few moments to make clear what this does
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So, then, if that is not seeking God’s presence, then what is?
The rest of our principles tell us.

not mean. This does not mean we are to seek some mystic
presence of God or Jesus through feelings, imagination, personal visions, inner voices, or private revelation. Mysticism,
which is actually rooted in pagan Greek philosophy, infected
Christianity very early in history and has been a curse on it
for almost two millennia. Justin Martyr, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Augustine, and many others were seriously
tainted by Greek philosophy. In general, mysticism can be
defined as “the practice of religious ecstasies (i.e., religious
experiences during alternate states of consciousness), together with whatever ideologies, ethics, rites, myths, legends,
and magic may be related to them.”2 In other words, it is the
belief that knowledge of God, spiritual truth, and ultimate
reality can be gained only through subjective experience, totally apart from anything objective.
The examples of this are legion. Here are just two. In the
sixth century, a certain “Archdeacon” claimed that he had
seen the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove hovering above
Pope Gregory I’s head giving him inspiration as he wrote his
books. Some pictures, in fact, portray the dove whispering in
Gregory’s ear.
In the thirteenth century, Thomas Aquinas supposedly had
some supernatural encounter with God while celebrating
Mass on one occasion. This resulted in him becoming totally
enamored with mystic experience. He even abandoned his
massive work, Summa Theologiae (“Summary of Theology”),
although, frankly, that was probably a blessing in disguise.
Mysticism was, in fact, so prevalent, so permeating, and so
powerful, that it very early affected the observance of the
Lord’s Supper. Many of the early Church Fathers wrongly
viewed this as the actual, real presence of Christ as either a
reenactment of His sacrifice or at least some level of mystical
presence. Tragically, even some of the Reformers did not
completely jettison this pagan notion.
Worse still, in our own day, mysticism completely dominates an enormous portion of Christendom. Prevalent today
is lectio divina (Latin for “divine reading”). One sits and clears
the mind of mundane matters, perhaps with the aid of a few
cleansing breaths and repeating a cherished word or phrase
over and over. Then comes the reading of a Bible passage gently and slowly several times, but not so much for what it actually says but how the “still small voice” whispers to the person. By opening the heart to God, we can then hear Him speak
and even receive special revelation from Him. But, that, my
dear reader is nothing but centuries-old Roman Catholic and
Gnostic mysticism that emerged around AD 220. (If you want
more on this, see TOTT 120; Sep./Oct. 2019.)
So, please mark it down that the expression “Christian
mysticism” is a staggering contradiction in terms. True biblical Christianity has nothing whatsoever to do with mysticism.
Why? Because it is not Christian. Why is that? Again, because it
is entirely subjective while Christianity is wholly objective.
The Christian faith is based solely upon the revealed Truth of
Scripture—period (Pss. 19:7–9; 119:160; Matt. 4:4; Jn. 8:31–
32; 10:35; 17:17; Acts 17:10–11; 2 Tim. 3:16–17; 4:1–4; 2 Pet.
1:17–21; etc.). It appeals directly to our mind and thinking
process, but mysticism seeks to discover spiritual truths that
are inaccessible intellectually. The mystic seeks something
that is not in the text, sidestepping (or even replacing) what
God says in His Word, and that is apostate error!

Seek His Precepts
We are drawn again to Psalm 119:2, “Blessed [i.e., joyful
and blissfully content], are they that keep his testimonies, and
that seek him with the whole heart.” David plants a seed here
that grows through the entire Psalm. He starts by speaking of
seeking God “with a whole heart,” repeats it in verse 10, adds
that he hides God’s Word in his heart in verse 11, and then
builds on that idea by writing many times of his “delight” in
(16, 24, 35, etc.) and “love” for (97, 113, 119, etc.) the Word.
True bliss and contentment, therefore, come only when we
seek God’s presence through His precepts. Again, we are not to
seek Him through feelings, imagination, personal visions, inner voices, or private revelation. We seek His face in His Word
because that is where He reveals Himself. That leads us right
to a third facet of this.
Seek His Person
This, in fact, is a direct outworking of seeking His precepts.
We seek His face by studying who He is, by contemplating His
character, by meditating on His attributes.
His natural attributes speak of His basic essence, that is,
His nature. First is His omniscience—He “knows all things” (1
Jn. 3:20) and is absolutely perfect in knowledge. Second is His
omnipotence—He has all power to bring to pass anything and
everything He wills. All “power belongs to” Him (Ps. 62:11).
Third, there is His omnipresence—He is present everywhere,
and there is no place in the universe where He is not. As
David asked so profoundly (Ps. 139:7–12): “Whither shall I go
from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?”
“Presence” is again pânîym, God’s face and countenance. His
countenance is everywhere and we can seek Him whatever
our location, our situation, or our disposition. Fourth, there is
His immutability, His unchangeableness. As God declared to
Malachi (3:6): “For I am the LORD, I change not.” In a world
that does nothing but change, we seek the One who never
does. Fifth, there is His sovereignty. “For the LORD is a great
God, and a great King above all gods” (Ps. 95:3). How sad it is
that many Christians today have a “little God” and will never
fully understand our “great God.” As Jonathan Edwards wrote:
The absolute, universal, and unlimited sovereignty of
God requires that we should adore Him with all possible
humility and reverence. It is impossible that we should
go to excess in lowliness and reverence of that Being who
may dispose of us to all eternity as He pleases.3
Indeed, how can we possibly reverence Him too much? How
can we think Him too sovereign? Mark it down: If God is not
absolutely sovereign in all things, He is not God.
But, oh, there is far more. There are also God’s moral attributes, those that describe His character. First and foremost,
there is His holiness. As the angels around the throne declare
(Is. 6:3): “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole
earth is full of his glory,” so should we be overcome by this.
Puritan Thomas Watson says it so well: “Holiness is the most
sparkling jewel of His crown; it is the name by which God is
known.” Second, is His righteousness and justice. His righteousness imposes laws and demands that are based on His
3

holiness, and His justice executes penalties for breaking those
laws and bestows blessings for keeping them. Third and
fourth, we see His mercy and His grace. We deserve nothing
but wrath, punishment, even death, but God withholds that by
His mercy. By grace, He then bestows what is not deserved. In
other words, in addition to relieving us from what is deserved, God gives us added blessings such as life and inheritance that we could never deserve.
Oh, how I love this little anecdote. A visitor who was attempting to console the dying Puritan preacher (and “Father
of Connecticut”) Thomas Hooker said, “Sir, you are going to
receive the reward of your labor.” Hooker replied, “Brother, I
am going to receive mercy.”4 That is what we see in God’s face
when we seek Him.
Fifth and finally, what other facet of His moral character
do we see in God’s face?—His love, of course. We all know
John 3:16, but it is far deeper than most of us stop to think
about. In the word “God” we see the origin of love. In the
words “so loved,” we see the magnitude of love. The words
“the world” reveal the object of love. In that phrase “gave his
only begotten Son” we see the proof of love. The word “whosoever" specifies the recipients of God’s love. In the words
“believeth on Him,” we see the requirement of love. In the
words “shall not perish,” we see the mercy of love. And finally,
the words “everlasting life” reflect the grace of love.
Oh, my dear reader, as Deuteronomy 4:29 declares, if “you
seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you seek him
with all your heart and with all your soul.” And there is no
better way to seek His person than by meditating on His attributes. Wonderful books have been written on this. I would
recommend three: The Knowledge of the Holy (A. W. Tozer),
The Attributes of God (Arthur W. Pink), and A Portrait of God
(by a dear fellow pastor and friend, Daniel Chamberlin)—this
is an absolutely wonderful 176-page summary of Puritan
Stephen Charnock’s 1100-page classic, The Existence and Attributes of God.
These first three principles lead automatically to a fourth.

sion.”5 In Romans 9:2, for example, Paul writes of the “continual sorrow” he had for his fellow Jews who rejected Christ.
This word was used in Roman times for a nagging cough;
while the person did not cough every moment, he would still
cough often, so it could be said of him, “He is still coughing.”6
Prayer, then, is not just those specific times when we pray,
but also a constant communion with God, a continuous consciousness of God’s presence in which we view everything in life
in relation to Him. Prayer is not just an action but an attitude.
One Greek authority puts it well: “Paul’s injunction means
that one should be constantly conscious of his full dependence upon God.”7 This does not mean we lock ourselves in a
monastery where we do nothing but “pray.” Monasticism, in
fact, is actually a totally unbiblical and damaging practice.
Rather every moment is a moment of prayer. In other words,
our lives are to be a living prayer. To put it in the context of
our present text, then: We seek his face all the time, that is,
evermore, as noted earlier. Wherever we are, whatever we
are doing, we seek His face.
Further, a major aspect of this is praise, and the psalms are
our greatest example. Psalm 100:6, in fact, wonderfully reflects this perfect blend: “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise.” What a beautiful picture!
This very moment, and throughout the day, we walk through
the gates of heaven, continue on through the courtyard, and
then right into God’s holy presence through prayer.
Oh, how the psalms should permeate our prayer and devotional life! Some 30 of them are dedicated to praise (e.g., 106,
111–13; 115–17; 135; and 145–150). I would encourage you,
in fact, to actually pray the psalms. For example, let us do that
right now with the first seven verses of Psalm 145:
I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy
name for ever and ever. Every day will I bless thee; and I
will praise thy name for ever and ever. Great is the Lord,
and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall praise thy works to another,
and shall declare thy mighty acts. I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works.
And men shall speak of the might of thy [awesome] acts:
and I will declare thy greatness. They shall abundantly
utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing of
thy righteousness.

Seek His Praise
Oh, if you really want to seek God’s face, you will spend
time praising Him before His throne in prayer. Praise and
prayer, in fact, are inseparably linked. What is prayer? Well, it
is not just “asking and receiving” things from God. It is not just
about going to Him when needs arise. There are, in fact, no
less than 12 Hebrew words in the Old Testament and seven
Greek words in the New Testament that are rendered to reflect various aspects of prayer, such as: confession, contemplation, meditation, intercessions, supplications, requests,
and giving of thanks.
All these, however, boil down to one basic concept: Prayer
is communion with God; more accurately, in fact, it is constant,
moment-by-moment communion. Luke refers to this in 18:1:
“[Jesus] spoke a parable unto [the disciples] to this end, that
men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” Paul also alludes
to this: “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints” (Eph. 6:18). But more definitively,
Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:17: “Pray without ceasing.”
The Greek behind “without ceasing” (adialeiptōs) is fascinating.
It literally means “continually, no gaps, without intermis-

Oh, does that not, indeed, seek His face? My Dear Reader,
have we got it yet? This leads us to still another facet of this.
Seek His Purpose
What is God’s ultimate purpose? I have a passion for the
book of Ephesians, and one of several reasons for that passion
is because chapter 1 declares what God’s ultimate purpose is.
Verse 3 declares: “Blessed [i.e., eulogētos, worthy of praise] be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Then verses 6–7:
“To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made
us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace.” And again in verse 12: “That we should be
to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.” And
once again in verse 14: “[The Holy Spirit] is the earnest of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession,
unto the praise of his glory.”
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heaven (Jn. 14:1–3; 2 Pet. 3:13), eternal rewards (1 Tim. 4:8;
Jas. 1:12), and the list goes on. And of every one of them we
can be absolutely assured that “he is faithful that promised”
(Heb. 10:23).

It is extremely troubling to me that there are some theologians and Bible teachers who, while solid in their theology
overall, nonetheless view the unifying principle of history as
God’s plan of salvation for men. In other words, God’s ultimate purpose is our salvation. That philosophy of history
deeply burdens me. On the contrary, while salvation is certainly wonderful, it is secondary. Rather, the unifying principle
of history is God’s glory. It is His Story, not ours. Permeating
not only this chapter but the whole Bible is the praising of
God’s greatness, God’s grace, and God’s glory.
But, Pastor, what difference does it make? Why are you
splitting hairs? Here is why. I am convinced that the other
view has actually contributed much to the man-centered emphasis of the Church today. Many (if not most) churches are
simply people-centered. They are worldly, fleshly, seekersensitive, user-friendly, and culture-driven. Let us be honest;
most churches today are all about people, not God. If I may be
lovingly blunt, such people are not seeking God’s face at all,
rather they are self-absorbed with their own face. To truly
seek God’s face is not only to be concerned about but consumed by His purpose to glorify Himself.

Seek His Plan
A question that is often asked is, “What is God’s will in a
given situation?” Or, “How do I know what God’s will is?” Or,
“What is God’s will for my life?” If I may be so bold, and I do
not mean to be presumptuous, I can tell you what His plan is
for your life because Scripture reveals that the bulk of God’s
will is revealed in His Word. I must be very brief, but we see
no less than seven principles in Scripture that specifically tell
us what God’s will is for our lives. In each case, the text says,
in effect, “This is the will of God.”
First, it is God’s will that you are Spirit-filled, as Paul wrote
in Ephesians 5:17–18, which He then says in Colossians 3:16
is exactly the same thing as being Word-filled. Second, it is
God’s will that you be morally pure (1 Thes. 4:3–7). Third, it is
God’s will that you are constantly being transformed by the
renewing of your mind (Rom. 12:2). Fourth, it is God’s will
that you thank Him in all things, that is, you are submissive to
His sovereignty (1 Thes. 5:18). Fifth, it is God’s will that you
pray (1 Tim. 2:8). Sixth, it is God’s will that you submit to authority (1 Pet. 2:13–15). And seventh, it is God’s will that you
be willing to suffer for Christ (1 Pet. 3:17 and 4:19).
Again, many Christians ask, “But what is God’s will for my
life in this particular situation?” Well, when you are practicing
those seven principles of His revealed will, you will be able to
see the rest easily. God is not going to lead in any area unless
we are first obeying His already revealed will.
So, to seek God’s face is to seek His will in His Word. Is that
where you seek Him? That brings us to our final emphasis.

Seek His Promises
It is no accident that David begins Psalm 105 exulting in
verse 1, O give thanks unto the LORD. That word LORD is
critical. As we have noted many times, LORD in all uppercase
letters signifies that the Hebrew is Yāhweh (or Yehowah), which
appears 5,321 times in the Old Testament. Most significantly,
this is God’s “covenant name,” the name He used when making covenants and giving promises to His people, such as Noah
(Gen. 8:20–9:27), Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3; 13:14–17; 15:1–18),
and Moses (Ex. 20:1–31:18). In those passages alone, in fact,
we find the word Yāhweh some 68 times.
So, what about God’s promises? Did He give us just a few
dozen, or perhaps even a couple of hundred? On the contrary,
it has been calculated, in fact, that there are some 7,487
promises that God has made to man.8 The first promise is in
Genesis 3:15: “I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel.” In the shadow of the Fall, Jesus
is in view. While Satan would bruise Jesus’ heel (cause Him to
suffer), Jesus would deliver the death blow to Satan’s head at
the Cross. From that moment forward, everything pointed to
when Jesus would save his people from their sins. Did God
keep that promise? Indeed, He did!
The last promise is in Revelation 22:20: “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so,
come, Lord Jesus.” Is He going to keep that promise? Indeed
He will.
In between those two are thousands more of what Peter
calls “exceeding great and precious promises” (2 Pet. 1:4),
which are all the salvation promises in Christ, such as: spiritual life (Rom. 8:9–13), resurrection life (Jn. 11:25; 1 Cor.
15:21–23), the Holy Spirit (Jn. 14:16; 14:26; 15:26; 16:7–8;
Acts 2:33; Eph. 1:13), abundant grace (Rom. 5:15, 20; Eph.
1:7), joy (Ps. 132:16; Gal. 5:22), strength (Ps. 18:32; Is. 40:29–
31), forgiveness (1 Jn. 1:9), guidance (Jn. 16:13), help (Is.
41:10, 13–14), instruction (Pss. 32:8; 34:11), wisdom (Prov.
2:6–8; Eph. 1:17–18; Jas. 1:5; 3:17), prayer (Prov. 15:29; 1 Jn.
5:14), provision (Matt. 6:33; Phil. 4:19), victory (1 Cor. 10:13),

The Consequences of Seeking God’s Face
The consequences, that is, the results of seeking God’s face
are numerous. The greatest, of course, as noted earlier, is His
promise, if “you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if
you seek him with all your heart and with all your soul” (Deut.
4:29). Jeremiah likewise recorded, “Ye shall seek me, and find
me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart” (Jer.
29:13). But what are the other results? Just a few are: greater
knowledge; stronger faith; spiritual growth; discipline,
strength; discernment; stronger witness for Christ; and much
more. Time does not allow us to look at it all, but I want to
leave you with brief mention of three results that we find in a
single verse, 2 Chronicles 7:14, one that is especially appropriate for what is going on today in nations all over the world:
If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
That was God’s answer to Solomon's prayer of dedication of
the Temple back in 6:12–42. The promise God makes here
was especially relevant to the restored community after the
70-year Babylonian exile.
Now, I want to make it clear that, yes, specifically speaking,
this is a promise given to Israel. We must always be careful
not to rip a verse from its context. That being understood, I
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Indeed, what would all this do to our rebellious nation, our
twisted culture, our disintegrating families, our anemic
churches, and our weak lives? How much healing and restoring would result if we: called upon God, stopped our worship
of self, put prayer back in our schools, God’s commandments
back in the courtroom, God’s Word alone into our churches
and lives, and turned from our unconscionable sin, such as
the murder of the unborn, and so many others? There would
be real healing.
Oh, there is so much more, but I will leave you with one final admonition from 2 verses: 1 Chronicles 16:11—“Seek the
Lord and his strength, seek his face continually.”—coupled
with James 4:8—“Draw [near] to God, and he will draw [near]
to you.”
My friends, do you seek His face evermore? I close with
these four lines from a poet. I hope they are your prayer today
(and I would love to hear from you on this wonderful truth):

am also convinced that practically speaking, it applies to any
nation. After all, Jeremiah 51:8–9 declares that even foreign
cities and powers (in this case Babylon) can know God’s healing if they repent. Warren Wiersbe puts this issue very well:
God has never made a covenant with any other nation [except] Israel, but since Christian believers today
are God's people and called by His name, they can claim
this promise.9
Commentator William MacDonald is also dead on target:
Though originally addressed to the chosen nation of
Israel, it has rightly been applied to those nations that
have a biblical heritage. It is the sure road to restoration
and revival for all times.10
Still another expands a little more:
This great verse . . . expresses as does no other in
Scripture God’s requirement for national blessing,
whether in Solomon's land, in Ezra’s, or in our own.
Those who believe must forsake their sins, turn from the
life that is centered in self, and yield to God's word and
will. Then, and only then, will heaven send revival.11

As the fisherman launches into the deep to fill his net,
I seek You diligently, Oh Lord, so I will never forget.
As the pilgrim is tireless in his quest,
I seek Your presence with all earnest.
And as the miner digs for that precious ore,
I seek Your face as I have never sought You before.

So, can God heal America? Absolutely. Can He heal our culture? Absolutely. Can He heal our families? Absolutely. Can He
heal our churches? Absolutely. Can He heal our individual
lives? Absolutely. How? There are four requirements God demands (all of which, by the way, are New Testament principles as well). In view of man’s pride and arrogance, God requires humility. In view of man’s self-sufficiency, God requires
prayers of dependency. In view of man’s incessant selfseeking and self-absorption, God again demands seeking His
face. And finally, in view of man’s rebellion and wickedness,
God demands repentance. But if we refuse, we will continue to
spiral into the abyss that we are today.
If we meet those requirements, however, what will be the
results? First, God will hear. In this context, the Hebrew
(shama) means heeding a request. For example, the Lord listened to Hagar’s and Rachael’s prayers and gave them each a
son (Gen. 16:11; 30:6). Second, He will forgive our sin. As the
Hebrew (sālach) again indicates, He will pardon and spare us,
which comes through Christ alone. Third, He will heal. This
wonderful Hebrew verb (rāp̠aʿ) means not only “to heal and
restore health,” but also “to make fresh, usable, and fertile.” In
that great messianic chapter in Isaiah, we read of the spiritual
healing He will bring: “With his stripes we are healed” (53:5).

Dr. J. D. Watson
Pastor-Teacher, Grace Bible Church
Director, Sola Scriptura Publications, a ministry of GBC
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1 The Treasury of David, comment on Psalm 105:4.
2 Encyclopedia Britannica.
3 The Works of Jonathan Edwards, “Sermon on Romans 9:18” (Banner
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5 For more on adialeiptōs, see the author’s A Word for The Day (AMG
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10 William MacDonald, The Believer’s Bible Commentary.
11 J. Barton Payne in Wycliffe Bible Commentary.

Seek his face evermore; seek to have his favour to eternity, and therefore continue seeking it to the
end of the time of your probation. Seek it while you live in this world, and you shall have it while you
live in the other world, and even there shall be forever seeking it in an infinite progression, and yet
be forever satisfied in it. —Matthew Henry
Seek His face always. Do not run after any other helpers. —Konrad Pellikan

6

 NEW BOOK ANNOUNCEMENT 
Solemn Sentences: The Seven Statements of Christ on the Cross

N

O spoken word, or collection of words, in all of human history can come even remotely close to the meaning, magnificence, and
resulting meditation of the seven solemn sentences uttered by the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.” So begins the new book, Solemn Sentences: The Seven Statements of Christ on the Cross. This small volume (100 pages) plunges deep into these solemn sentences: “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do (Lk. 23:34) are the words of forgiveness; “To day shalt thou be with me
in paradise” (Lk. 23:43) are the words of salvation; “Woman, behold thy son!” and then to John, “Behold thy mother!” (Jn. 19:26–27)
are the words of love; “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46) are the words of misery; “I thirst” (Jn. 19:28) are
the words of agony; “It is finished (Jn. 19:30)” are the words of completion; and “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit” (Lk.
23:46), are the words of communion. These solemn sentences do not merely recount the events that purchased our salvation, but they
also reflect our Lord’s character, and they reveal to us how we should live. [Single Copy, $10.00; 2–3 copies, $9.00 ea.; 4+ copies,
$8.50 ea. It is also on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader.]
And we praise the Lord as the wonderful responses continue for . . .

Seek Him Early: Daily Devotional Studies on Knowing, Loving, and Serving Our Lord Jesus Christ

T

HIS daily devotional truly comes from the depths of Pastor Watson’s heart. Endorsed by Phil Johnson, Joel Beeke, Todd Friel, and
many others, it is divided into the three distinct parts specified in the sub-title (each encompassing four months of devotional/theological studies). The reader is first encouraged to know the Lord in a personal way, then to love Him like never before, and
finally to be driven to more passionately serve Him. Each daily reading is 450–500 words in length, meaty, theological, and homiletical. Each day also includes a “Scriptures for Study” section, which lists other related verses for you to explore and lends itself to personal journaling. [Single Copy, $15.00; 2–3 copies, $14.00 ea.; 4–5 copies, $13.00; 6+, $12.00 ea. Also available on Amazon.com and
for Kindle Reader.]

Seek Him Early Podcast
Based on the above book, a new episode is posted every Monday on our website, iTunes, Google Play, and Stitcher.

Sola Scriptura Publications

P.O. Box 235
Meeker, CO 81641
970-404-1238
dwatson@thescripturealone.com

Order Form

Name: ________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City: ___________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
Email (optional) ________________________________________________

Qty.
1

Title
We Preach Christ: The Bible Story (and other
booklets)

Price
Each

Total
Price

FREE

FREE*

Sub-Total

Entirely Optional Shipping Donation
TOTAL

* One FREE copy with any order of at least one other book title. Additional copies can be purchased for $2.50 each.
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Please Listen: Seek Him Early podcast on our website
Blogs
Sola Scriptura Publications: Info and ordering Sola Scriptura Publications
Tas Membranas: A Blog for Sound, Solid, and Scriptural Books Tas-Membranas.blogspot.com
Expositing Ephesians: The Christian’s Wealth and Walk ExpositingEphesians.blogspot.com

Truth
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Grace Bible Church
P.O. Box 235
Meeker, CO 81641
www.TheScriptureAlone.com
dwatson@thescripturealone.com
A F.I.R.E. Church
www.FireFellowship.org

This monthly publication is intended to address Scriptures that have historically
been debated, are particularly difficult to understand, or have generated questions
among Believers. We hope it will be an encouragement and challenge to God’s people to carefully examine and discern Truth. While the positions presented here are
based on years of careful biblical research, we recognize that other respected men
of God differ.
If you have a question that perplexes you, please send it along so we might address
it either in a full length article or in a “Reader Questions” issue. Other comments are
also warmly welcomed, and letters to the editor will be published.
This publication is sent free of charge to anyone who requests it. To aid in the ministry, donations will be greatly appreciated, but never demanded. If you know
someone you think would enjoy TOTT, please send along their address.
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